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Tens of thousands march in Paris to protest Halimi murder
By Amiram Barkat, Haaretz Correspondent, and News Agencies

Tens of thousands of people marched through Paris yesterday in memory of llan Halimi,
who was Kidnapped, tortured and killed two weeks ago in an attack that authorities say
was partly motivated by anti-Semitism.

Police sources said Sunday that they believe the gang that kidnapped Halimi had actually
decided to release him, but murdered him instead because he accidentally glimpsed
some of their faces.

Numerous French politicians joined the march, which was organized by the local Jewish
community, including Interior Minister Nicolas Sarkozy, Foreign Minister Philippe Douste-
Blazy and Francois Hollande, the head of France's Socialist Party. Leaders of the Jewish,
Christian and Muslim communities marched side by side. Organizers estimated that
100,000 people participated in the demonstration, but police put the number at 30,000.

There were no speeches during the march, but demonstrators carried signs denouncing
racism and anti-Semitism.

The organizers had decided against inviting Jean-Marie Le Pen, the head of the far-right
National Front party, to participate in the demonstration, due to sharp opposition from
leftist organizations and human rights groups. Philippe de Villiers, the head of another far-
right party, the Movement for France (known by its French initials MPF), did try to attend,
but he was greeted with cries of "racist" and removed by the guards.

Roger Cukierman, who heads the umbrella organization of France's Jewish community,
CRIF, expressed satisfaction with the results of the rally.

"It's important for French society to recognize that small racist and anti-Semitic prejudices
can have terrible and dreadful consequences," he said in an interview with Radio Europe

Pierre Besnainou, the president of the European Jewish Congress and another leading
member of the French Jewish community, expressed similar satisfaction.

"We invited all the democratic forces in France," he told Haaretz, adding that he attributed
particular importance to the fact that so many non-Jews participated in the march. "What
is important to us is to send the message that an injury to a Jewish citizen of France is an
injury to all of France."

Thousands of people also attended smaller demonstrations in Nice, Lyon and other major
French cities Sunday. In addition, some 200 people attended a solidarity demonstration in
Jerusalem, organized by the Association of French Immigrants.

Foreign Minister Tzipi Livni said that Halimi's murder "proves that anti-Semitism is not just
an issue for the Jewish people and for Israel; it also affects the society in which it exists."

The French police have thus far arrested 12 suspects in Halimi's murder, and France is
preparing to request the extradition of the gang's suspected ringleader, Youssouf Fofana,
from Ivory Coast, where he was arrested last week. A 14th suspect is still at large
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