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Dress Code / Clothes make the man
By Amit Shoham

| don't get dressed, | get dressed up. Every combination of shirt and pants not only
has a matching pair of shoes, but also a name. Sometimes | am an "artist going to
his studio" and others | am "a nerd with a sense of humor," "the really cool guy
inside me," or "an American jailbird, circa 1950."

| do not always start to get dressed with a title, but always finish with one, always
leave the house in the guise of an imaginary someone. "l am the invented
character playing out his name." This is a favorite ritual game that regularly serves
as a test of both textile and textual skills, and when | fail in my choice of clothes
and their coordination, as usually happens, lose my patience and want only to put
something on and go out, at least | find comfort in the name | give to my multiple,
variegated failures. Thus | have a name for my most common look - "man without a
name."

An unusual event, in which the character turned on the actor, occurred one night
three years ago, when my girlfriend's waters broke. During the frenzied
preparations for the trip to the hospital, she suddenly noticed me standing staring
into the closet. It was three o'clock in the morning. "What are you doing?" she
asked. "What does one wear for a birth?" | replied. That was the only time | had
ever got stuck in the middle of the game. | had never before dressed up as a
daddy.

A friend who had not been in Israel for a number of years was apprised of these
things when he came here for a visit and asked to borrow a pair of pants and a
shirt for some event. He peeked into the closet and looked impressed.

"You must cross some sort of line when you start wearing designer clothes," he
said.

"Yes, you cross the line from ugly clothes to beautiful clothes," | replied.

"But your clothes were never ugly. | always thought they looked great and was
jealous. They just weren't 'designer.™

"You're right," | said. "But | started to run out of ideas for costumes." | explained
what | meant, and he said, "l wonder why you have to define it like that. Your
clothes are the utmost you. Anyone who knows you knows that, and here you say
that they are simply not you. You wear them and pretend that you are someone
else. What's wrong with being yourself in front of the mirror?"

“It's a bit like opening a Pandora's box," said I.

"I don't understand why you do it. Why do you need such a masquerade game? In
the end it is you wearing the clothes anyway, and they are identified with you. No
one has any idea what character you are wearing. Why bother with it?"

"I'll tell you why. People think getting dressed is a form of narcissism, that someone
who loves to get dressed is doing so through self-love. This is obviously true about
quite a few people, all the exhibitionist types, but in my case nothing could be
farther from the truth. If you ask me, any love of clothes begins with loathing of the
body. Clothes are a masking agent. That's why | prefer to wear clothes along with a
character."
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Code- mip

Combination- n~aanip
("n'x" nnrroa naya no7nnn tion nnio)
Matching- oxIn

Pair- air

Nerd- o ,jian

Sense of humor- amin win
Jailbird- rox

Circa- w47 ,7wa

Title- nanp XN

Guise- wnn? ,n1on ,nvyn
Imaginary- 11'nT

Invented- x¥nin
("720" 7v DA X7x 1Y 7V 7 X7 nT'wn ed )
Character- ("oxn M IX '9IX 17 D2) NINT
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Ritual — ojp7v ,'7x10M

Regularly- 727 joixa

Serves- nawn

Textile- 12 ,7'00p70

Textual- vojLa NIWPY ,"7K1V0770
Skills- nianw> ni7e
Coordination- n'x11TxIj ,nnXNN
Patience- nn7a0

Comfort- (ninn n0a) nnm
Multiple- 793m ,nann
Variegated- |an

Failures- nii7w>

Thus- myp

Common- (...amn/m1ax/mny pa) NDY LYIo
Unusual- (917 &x1* 7227 XY

Event- yhixn

Occurred- wnann WR
Obviously- 212,790 X747 ,'KTIA

Exhibitionist- n'anann ,0'vo01r¥N0oX

Frenzied- g0 nitink ,nivaiwn
Preparations- ninon

Hospital- o'7in na

Suddenly- nixno ,ynosY
Noticed- 'minan

Staring- nnia

Birth- n1%2

Apprised- yTin

Borrow- 718w

Peeked- yixn
Impressed- nwnin

Cross- nixnY

Sort- ...7w 110 ,I'm

Designer- n'axyn

Jealous- xam "N

ldeas- niryn

Costumes- (niwisnn Da) NiwiA7n
Explained- 'mnaon

Define- 2 1an%

Utmost- n21>'n 20 ,Dn
Pretend- 1o Tnyn

Mirror- n17j790K ,NXN

Pandora's box- niay niny ,nimo namn
NINIY N2'N 7V 19100 , NN NAIZIN'MNN
.071vn 'XI'7nni ninxa nNX'7n NNt 0Y7xNN

Masquerade- nibon qua
Identified- o'nim
Form- nnix

Narcissism- N9 n'nxy NanNx 070711
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Loathing- aynn

Masking- n'lion ,n'>0nn
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Types- n'o19'0 Agent- dio

Farther- pin anie



